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HONOUR ROLL 2002 – 2003 SEASON

1st grade Grand Final – Alan Davidson Oval

STRATHFIELD bt AUBURN

Umpires – Bruce Parfett  /  John Moore

2nd grade Grand Final – Mona Park #1

BURWOOD bt SOUTH SYDNEY

Umpires – Stephen Blomfield  /  Glenn Pepper

3rd grade Grand Final – Rothwell Park

SOUTH SYDNEY bt LINDFIELD

Umpires – Geoff Taylor  /  Gary Rush

4th grade Grand Final – North Sydney Oval #2

SOUTH SYDNEY bt WARRINGAH

Umpires – Andy Gale  /  Gordon Smith

Frank Gray Grand Final –   Mona Park #1

BURWOOD bt  LANE COVE

Umpires – Bruce Parfett  / George Richards

Presidents Report

2002-03 Season

The past cricket season was mixed, with many positive aspects. Chief amongst these was the keenness exhibited by members, with one of our colleagues coming all the way from Wollongong each Saturday. Close behind was the generally high standard of umpiring throughout the season. This was indeed the judgement of Shire captains.

Upon the establishment of this Association a commitment was made to maintain a very close relationship with the NSW Cricket Umpires and Scorers Association because it was deemed to be overwhelmingly in our best interest. At the same time we believed that our existence would be of benefit to our parent body. I am pleased to report that during the past season we were able provide support in two ways.

Firstly we were able to contribute at least three umpires for the Grade competition from the start of the season. Your Association committed to encourage members to seek broader experience by moving up to Grade ranks if they so wished, and they went with our blessing. I am pleased to report that they performed with distinction. Secondly, on 4th January 2003 no cricket was scheduled in the Shires Competition. Due to holidays this coincided with limited availability of Grade umpires. Ten of our members stood with their Grade colleagues to ensure all matches for the round were covered.

For reasons discussed in the Secretary’s report, whilst our numbers were down on last year, we welcomed a number of new members. These new members established themselves within umpiring ranks and their performances flourished as their experience grew. We wish them well for the new season.

Unfortunately we also lost some members during the season due to bad player behaviour. Our experience was mirrored by the similar loss of Grade umpires. This just cannot be allowed to continue. Every time an experienced umpire is lost to the game the overall competency level of remaining umpires drops. One day the penny will drop with cricket administrators, but at the present time, just like alcoholics, they don’t seem to recognise that the problem is theirs to solve. This criticism is equally directed at Club administrators, the SCA, the NSWCA and the ACB. When the Australian one day Captain gave New Zealand batsman Chris Cairns a send-off in the recent World Cup, it resonates through Grade, Shires, park cricket and worse still, Saturday morning cricket for boys which is where they start practising their tantrums. There is increasingly a lack of respect at all levels of cricket for the Game and its traditions.

Despite pre-season attempts to manage Shire captains expectations, too many expected flawless umpiring through the duration of the match. Whichever of our umpires continuously delivered this performance could reasonably have expected to be appointed to the International Elite Panel. Not surprisingly, no Shire umpire was. This from many Captains, who from my many years of experience playing and umpiring cricket, have little knowledge of the finer aspects of the 2000 Rules of Cricket and none of the Pre-amble. I am pleased to note that the above comments are not directed at all captains.

Those of us with some responsibility for the game must ensure that player expectations of umpires is better managed to reduce confrontation. This is a key challenge for the coming season.

I would like to thank both Stephen Blomfield and Peter Hughes. Stephen, as all members know, is an outstanding communicator and administrator. He is fastidious and likes things done straight away rather than later. He takes great personal care with what he does and draws his satisfaction from knowing things are done properly and on time. The Association is very fortunate in having the services of Stephen and I acknowledge his enormous contribution to serving our members.

I would also like to thank Peter Hughes from the NSWCU&SA, our parent body , for his personal help and guidance through the past season.

Finally I wish all umpires standing in the coming season a successful and enjoyable season. It has been a privilege being the inaugural President of our Association and I thank you for the opportunity.

Peter Turner

President

SECRETARIES REPORT 2002-2003 SEASON

A wise man once said “watch out for year two blues”. I wish I knew who it was that said that because he (or she) was spot on as far as the Sydney Shires Cricket Umpires Association was concerned in season 2002-03.

Unfortunately the biggest thing that “went wrong” this year was that the number of umpires on the field during the season was significantly down on last years successful debut season.

We lost a significant number of members from the previous season for many reasons including retirement , injury and a desire to have a crack at Grade cricket. The numbers of new umpires passed to us from Peter Hughes at grade level was also less than last season for the reason detailed in the next paragraph.

In my opinion the major reason for the lack of numbers was the decision of the Sydney Cricket Association to decide to create a 20th club for Grade Cricket in Sydney. It’s ironic that only 7 or 8 years ago the SCA was thinking of reducing the competition to 16 clubs. All the hard work trying to streamline Grade Cricket over the last 5 years has simply been lost. 

By increasing the number of Grade clubs from 19 to 20 that created an extra match (from 9 to 10) in all five grades at Grade cricket level. This of course means more umpires are required to cover Grade cricket (from 90 to 100). So its my opinion that Shires due to the promotion of a 20th club to Grade Cricket was down 10 umpires this season gone.

The fact that we were down a potential 10 umpires impacted severely on the number of matches covered in Shires during the year. We managed to make ensure all first grade were covered (although sometimes that was a battle). It was second grade however that suffered badly this year with only at best 1 or 2 matches seeing black and whites at their matches each round.

Another extremely disappointing aspect of the season was player behaviour on the field. This seemed worse than last season. At both Shires and Grade level it appeared the number of ugly incidents was higher than last year and some Shires clubs (one in particular) seemed to take a “don’t care” attitude to players from its club being repetitively reported. One particular player from that club actually was reported by 3 umpires in the space of 2 weeks as well as being spoken about within umpires ranks as a constant pest to the game of cricket ! 

To counteract this issue this Association in conjunction with the approval of the Shires Sub Committee are currently in discussion about introducing a yellow card system into all Shires matches where official umpires are appointed. More details will be provided once the proposal has been fully drafted.

I want to congratulate the competition winners this season as follows –

1st Grade – Strathfield

2nd Grade – Burwood

3rd Grade – South Sydney

4th Grade – South Sydney

In all these matches the four minor premiers took the trophy which was a total turnaround on last year where all four minor premiers lost. Funny how things go in cycles like that !

The last 3 weekends of the season were played in great weather (except for the night before the final which caused havoc on the Saturday of the 1st grade final only).

That’s 2 seasons in a row where a winner in each competition has been decided on the field rather than by rain. Just the way it should be.

Congratulations to the Burwood club who also took out the Club Championship as well as winning the Under 24 Frank Gray Competition. Burwood had a great year with all four teams in the finals series. Burwood is one of the best run clubs in the competition and I found them to be very easy to deal with during the year. Congratulation Burwood, well done.

We were very fortunate this season to have the Sydney Metropolitan competition approach us during the season asking us to supply umpires for their finals series. Between the Shires members and the assistance of Grade members all Metro Finals matches were allocated umpires. I particularly want to thank the convenors of the Metro competitions Bruce Whitehouse & Peter Daffen for their co-operation in making last minute changes to their finals playing dates to accommodate the request by myself to make the playing dates fall on the same dates as the Shires Finals matches. Without these date movements we probably wouldn’t have been able to umpire the Metro Finals at all due to overlapping dates.

Congratulations to all finals umpires but especially to Bruce Parfett who again set the standard as far as umpiring was concerned. Bruce was rewarded with an appointment to the first grade final as well as the Frank Gray Final. This is the second year running Bruce has achieved this. Bruce’s ability as an umpire was appreciated right through the competition and this was acknowledged with an award being given to him at the end of season Premiers Dinner conducted by the SCA.

Speaking of that Premiers dinner, I am delighted to report that this Association was able to fill nearly 2 tables of umpires and their wives on the night in question. It’s a credit to the guys who attended because it shows a commitment to the Shires Cricket Competition both on but more importantly off the field. Both myself and President Peter Turner were unable to attend this function as I was interstate and Peter was overseas on the night in question but to all accounts the night was a huge success.

In hindsight I was a bit disappointed we didn’t organise a Shires umpires meeting during the season. I had started the season with the intention of doing this but it never seemed to be a good time. Next year things will be different and I intend on asking our members if they would like to meet seperately or possibly an hour before the regular monthly meetings held by the NSWCUA. I will seek feedback from you all nearer the start of the next season.

By now you should have all received your end of season marks and comments supplied by all club captains. I hope these documents provided you with some valuable feedback on how you can improve your game in the season coming up. I’d now like to comment about my disappointment in one aspect of the compilation of these reports. 

Alot of Shires members volunteered to be available for Grade matches on January 4, 2003 due to no Shires cricket being played on this date. None of you were under any obligation to stand in Grade Cricket on this date yet about 10 of you were happy to help out Grade who were extremely short of umpires on this date.If not for the input of Shires members on this date Grade Cricket would have had quite a deal of 5th grade matches with no umpires at all or at best 1 umpire. Thank you to those that assisted.

What disappointed me was that it took me until early May to obtain copies of the captains reports in these matches that had been played in January. This completely slowed down my end of season reports which could have been supplied to you a lot earlier if I hadn’t been waiting for captains reports from a match played back in January. Hopefully if Shires umpires are required to assist in Grade Cricket in the future that we can have a smoother process to obtain photocopies of a handful of captains reports in a timely manner.

Finally I’d like to thank the following people all of whom made big contributions during the season in their particular roles towards the upkeep and improvement of this cricket umpires Association  –

A Big thank you to Peter Hughes from the NSWCUSA for all his help and guidance in the season just gone. Thanks to Peter Turner our President for all his input. Thanks also to Ian Field & Dave Ford at the SCA for their help during the year. Finally thank you to Stirling Hammon the Shires Sub Committee Chairman. I look forward to dealing with all of you fine hard working cricket lovers in the next season.

Next season your committee would like to set a realistic goal of having 28 active umpires on the field each week which would be enough to cover all of 1st and 2nd grade matches. Last year we only averaged 17 or 18 umpires per week (note theres that shortfall of 10 I mentioned earlier in this report popping up again) . 2003-2004 isnt that far away, lets see all our Shires members back next year and bring a buddy along with you to bolster our numbers.

Best wishes and thanks to all our members and I hope you all are on deck raring to go in September 2003.

Stephen Blomfield
Honorary Secretary / Appointments Officer

SYDNEY SHIRES CRICKET UMPIRES ASSOCIATION

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 MAY 2003

        EXPENDITURE



INCOME
Trophies                                  155.80                    Balance C/Forward            221.00

Cheque Books                           18.00                    Membership Fees              320.00

Fair Trading Rego Fee              39.00                    Raffle Proceeds                  926.00

Association fee NSWCUSA     50.00                    Shires Clubs Grant           2,100.00

Expenses & Postages              769.95

Balance                                2,534.25




        $3,567.00




 $3,567.00






Balance Carried Forward                 $2,534.25

Gordon Smith

Hon Treasurer

1 June 2003

SYDNEY SHIRES CRICKET UMPIRES ASSN INC.

Statement of Assets & Liabilities

As at 31st  May 2003

Total Income for Financial Year



$3,346.00

Value of all Assets, including Deposits


$2,534.25

Total Expenditure for Financial Year



$1,032.75

Value of Liabilities





   Nil

Number of Members for season




    32

Were accounts audited





  Yes

The Association has no outstanding Debtors

Gordon Smith

Hon Treasurer

31 May 2003

	                         SYDNEY SHIRE UMPIRES ASSOCIATION - NUMBER OF MATCHES 02-03
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NAME
	SHIRE GAMES
	FRANK GRAY GAMES
	GRADE GAMES
	 
	TOTAL
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	G.BEASLEY
	1
	0
	0
	 
	1
	 
	

	S.BLOMFIELD
	19
	2
	1
	 
	22
	 
	

	K.BUCKLAND
	24
	4
	0
	 
	28
	 
	

	P.CARROLL
	4
	0
	0
	 
	4
	 
	

	K.DE SILVA
	4
	0
	0
	 
	4
	 
	

	K.DHANDAPANI
	16
	6
	0
	 
	22
	 
	

	P.FRIEND
	12
	0
	1
	 
	19
	 
	

	A.GALE
	10
	1
	0
	 
	11
	 
	

	R.GANDEVIA
	9
	6
	1
	 
	16
	 
	

	D.GOODMAN
	4
	3
	0
	 
	7
	 
	

	G.HANSHAW
	9
	0
	0
	 
	9
	 
	

	I.HOLLAND
	14
	0
	1
	 
	15
	 
	

	M.IYER
	8
	3
	0
	 
	11
	 
	

	P.JOHNSON
	4
	0
	0
	 
	4
	 
	

	D.KEIERLEBER
	11
	3
	1
	 
	15
	 
	

	J.MOORE
	9
	3
	0
	 
	12
	 
	

	B.PARFETT
	18
	7
	0
	 
	25
	 
	

	G.PEPPER
	13
	0
	1
	 
	14
	 
	

	K.QUAKEN
	12
	0
	1
	 
	13
	 
	

	G.RICHARDS
	15
	5
	0
	 
	20
	 
	

	M.ROBERTS
	0
	3
	0
	 
	3
	 
	

	G.RUSH
	12
	6
	0
	 
	18
	 
	

	N.RUTHERFORD
	5
	1
	0
	 
	6
	 
	

	J.SHELLENS
	17
	6
	1
	 
	24
	 
	

	T.SHINER
	16
	6
	1
	 
	23
	 
	

	G.SMITH
	10
	5
	0
	 
	15
	 
	

	G.TAYLOR
	16
	4
	1
	 
	21
	 
	

	P.TURNER
	1
	0
	0
	 
	1
	 
	

	K.WENTZEL
	0
	7
	0
	 
	7
	 
	

	B.WHITEHOUSE
	1
	4
	0
	 
	5
	 
	

	D.YOUNAN
	3
	2
	0
	 
	5
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	                         2002-03 SYDNEY SHIRE UMPIRES ASSOCIATION - CAREER MATCHES

	
	
	
	
	
	

	NAME
	SHIRE GAMES
	FRANK GRAY GAMES
	GRADE GAMES
	 
	TOTAL

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	G.BEASLEY
	13
	6
	0
	 
	19

	S.BLOMFIELD
	40
	10
	4
	 
	54

	K.BUCKLAND
	24
	4
	0
	 
	28

	P.CARROLL
	7
	0
	0
	 
	7

	K.DE SILVA
	4
	0
	0
	 
	4

	K.DHANDAPANI
	16
	6
	0
	 
	22

	P.FRIEND
	22
	3
	1
	 
	26

	A.GALE
	10
	1
	0
	 
	11

	R.GANDEVIA
	9
	6
	1
	 
	16

	D.GOODMAN
	4
	3
	0
	 
	7

	G.HANSHAW
	16
	5
	0
	 
	21

	I.HOLLAND
	22
	0
	1
	 
	23

	M.IYER
	8
	3
	0
	 
	11

	P.JOHNSON
	19
	0
	26
	 
	45

	D.KEIERLEBER
	23
	9
	1
	 
	33

	J.MOORE
	18
	3
	54
	 
	75

	B.PARFETT
	39
	15
	0
	 
	54

	G.PEPPER
	22
	1
	1
	 
	24

	K.QUAKEN
	100
	0
	271
	 
	371

	G.RICHARDS
	21
	5
	148
	 
	174

	M.ROBERTS
	12
	4
	34
	 
	50

	G.RUSH
	12
	6
	0
	 
	18

	N.RUTHERFORD
	5
	1
	0
	 
	6

	J.SHELLENS
	17
	6
	1
	 
	24

	T.SHINER
	72
	12
	66
	 
	150

	G.SMITH
	11
	5
	0
	 
	16

	G.TAYLOR
	21
	11
	1
	 
	33

	P.TURNER
	10
	0
	17
	 
	27

	K.WENTZEL
	13
	12
	12
	 
	37

	B.WHITEHOUSE
	1
	4
	0
	 
	5

	D.YOUNAN
	3
	2
	0
	 
	5

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


The executive of the Sydney Shires Umpires Association would like to thank the following grade members who assisted in times of need to adjudicate in Shires matches during the 2002-03 season –

P.Kite -  1 Shires

P.Mooney – 1 Shires

D.Tyson – 1 Shires

C.King  -  1 Shires

B.Lalor  -  1 Shires

P.Hooper  -  1 Shires

B.Wylie  -  1 Shires

K.Leahy  -  1 Shires

M.Verran  -  1 Shires

A.Vallner  -  3 Frank Gray

N.Carson  -  1 Shires

H.Owen  -  1 Shires

L.Buckingham  -  1 Shires + 1 Frank Gray
R.Christan  -  1 Shires

G.Borg  -  1 Frank Gray

A.Kingsford Smith   -  1 Shires + 2 Frank Gray

C.Kearney  -  4 Frank Gray

S.Dampf  -  2 Frank Gray

R.Guthrie  -  1 Frank Gray

J.Graham  -  1 Frank Gray

END OF SEASON STATISTICS

A number of members were keen to enquire how they rated against other umpires in during the 2002-2003 season. All members were issued with their own personal stats during May. The below list shows a list of average marks from best umpire during the season to the worst. Each members name has been removed from this list. To find out where you rated last season find your particular average mark on the list, count how many places down the list you are and that is your placing. Marks listed in underlined text are members who officiated in six matches or less during the season. The average mark is out of 12
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9.16

8.86

8.66

8.50

8.45

8.26

8.25

8.17

8.13

7.83

7.53

-----------------------------------------------------------------(   Average mark 7.4048

7.33

7.27

7.13

7.13

7.06

6.80

6.75

6.74

6.70

6.45

6.38

6.37

6.28

6.00

4.27

4.00

The average mark this season was 7.4048 (last year was 7.2177) based on a total of 5,835 marks awarded in 788 captains reports.  

